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Greetings from Cardston, Alberta!   
 
It’s crazy to think that we 
have been here for almost 
nine months already.  My how 
time flies!  And, you may be 
wondering what we have been 
doing these last few months 
so I’d like to enlighten 
you. 
 
Back in May our home in New 
Jersey sold!!  Hallelujah is 
what I say!  It’s great to be free from being long- distance 
landlords, and not have to rely on those of you bac k east 
to keep an eye on things for us.  So since we sold our 

house we had to get the rest of our 
stuff out of there.  We journeyed 
back to New Jersey in our big red 
truck to visit and clean up around 
the house and load the truck up 
again.  We had a great time catching 
up with friends and family while we 
were there, but we were also excited 
to get back to the work the Lord has 

brought us to in Cardston. 
 
The month of June brought the end of kindergarten f or 
Karina.  She was very happy to be back in time to c omplete 
the last week of school.  We also really started ho use 
hunting here because the house we were renting was for sale 
which was an unsettling feeling.  Thankfully the Lo rd 
answered our prayers and we felt led to make an off er on 
the house we were renting.  We praised God when the  sellers 
accepted our offer, and it was in our price range!  As of 
July 31 we are happy home-owners again. 
 
July was a crazy month for us.  Bible camps are hug e up 
here and yes, we were a part of a Bible camp geared  towards 
Natives.  The first week of July was spent at Camp 
Gladstone helping wherever we were needed.  It was teen 
week!!  We were geared up for great sunny weather a nd 



having fun in the lake splashing around.  However, that 
didn’t happen.  We were wet, 
cold, and muddy all week but 
the weather didn’t dampen our 
spirits and the Gospel message 
was shared and explained 
throughout the week.  Laura 
ended up helping prepare and 
cook meals in the outdoor 
kitchen, Roy was able to help 
out with some of the horses, 
paintball, and riflery.  
Karina was the big girl and 

helped keep watch over her sister and two of our fr iends 
Abigail and Ruth.  Good thing the girls have so muc h fun 
together.  They made mud pies and played with their  sand 
toys in the dirt for hours on end while the parents  helped 
with the teens.  It also helped that during the dow n times 
they were able to have a horse ride!  (Roy didn’t m ind that 
either!) 
 
The last week in July found us back at Camp Gladsto ne 
helping with another week of camp.  This time the c amp was 
run a little differently and we had chapel time, cr aft 
time, lake time, and quiet time because the kids we re 

between the ages of 8-12 years.  We thought 
that we would get to go enjoy the lake this 
week too, but just like the first week it 
rained four out of the five days, but again 
the weather didn’t dampen our spirits and 
the Native kids had a great time.  During 
this week we co-worked with some fellow 
missionaries, (they happen to be Joel and 
Amanda, parents of Abigail and Ruth), 
leading the work crew.  The work crew 

consisted of teens who wanted to come 
to camp to help out.  Most of them 
had been to Teen Week and wanted to 
come back, but this time they were 
working.  Roy and Joel took turns 
sharing devotions with the kids and 
interacting with them while working 
and playing.  Their jobs included 
helping in the kitchen, cleaning the bathrooms, and  
presenting skits to the kids during chapel time.  W e had a 
great time, and so did all of the kids.  We were ab le to 



bring four kids total from our area to camp this ye ar, and 
we pray that number would double next year. 
 
August was a blur!  The second week we were back at  Camp 
Gladstone for our InterAct Conference where we sang  our 
report thankfully by video dressed as pirates.  We had a 
great time getting reacquainted with old friends an d 
meeting new ones.  Then we had a short rest before Roy’s 

parents visited us from the 20 th  to the 28 th .  
We had so much fun with them, and the girls 
really enjoyed having grandpa and grandma 
around for a while.  We enjoyed the 
mountains together, cutting trees down, and 
going to Head-Smashed-In Buffalo jump where 
we enjoyed some Native dancing and 

drumming.  The center also helped explain to our pa rents 
how spiritual the Native people are.  Every aspect of their 
lives has spiritual meaning if they follow their Na tive 
ways, and that is what we continue to learn, read, and 
listen about as we immerse ourselves in the Blackfo ot 
culture.  
So what are we doing now?  Are you ready?  We have AWANA 
Monday nights, women’s Bible study Wednesday nights , Youth 
Group Thursday nights, men’s study group Sunday nig hts, 
countless visiting hours during the day, Karina is in 
school full time, the girls are both in gymnastics,  Laura 
has at least one lady coming for coffee one morning  a week, 
and we are constantly reading and studying about th e Mormon 
and Blackfoot culture.  We also try to attend whate ver 
events are happening on the Reserve to build relati onships 
with the people we already know, and attend some to wn 
events to support our town and build relationships with our 
Mormon neighbors.   
 
But Praise the Lord, He is our strength, and we are  still 
having fun as you saw in our first picture.   
 
Thank-you all for your continued love and support, 
especially the prayer support!  You are here with u s, and 
we thank God for you. 
 
We enjoy hearing from you 
as well.  Just in case you 
don’t have our current 
information here it is:    
 
Roy and Laura Thiessen 



Box 1703 
Cardston, AB  T0K 0K0 
Canada 
 
403-653-3966 
 
roy.thiessen@interactministries.org 
 
                View of Waterton Park 
Mountains  
 
Thanks for sharing in our ministry,  
Roy, Laura, Karina, & Eden Thiessen 
 
 
P.S.  We also added a new member to our family.  Th e girls 

are thrilled that we own our house 
now because that means we can have an 
animal.  So we would like you all to 
meet Tinkerbell, we call her Bell for 
short.  She is an energy fur ball and 
we are having fun with her. 


