A Note From Pastor Kendall: Restart Mercies
I got a new laptop (broke the old one) and got some help transferring all my data from my old laptop onto
the new one. It was an amazingly smooth and efficient transition. After the process was complete I opened
my new laptop and it was like I had a brand new shiny version of the laptop that I broke. Everything was set
up exactly how I liked it on this brand new device. It took a little time to do the backup and transfer, but in
the long run it saved an enormous amount of time. I just had one more step to complete the process--wiping
clean the old laptop. It was supposed to be a simple process. Click a couple buttons and I could sign out and
give it a clean slate. However, I selected the wrong computer to wipe clean--my brand new one that I had
just downloaded all my information onto. Everything I had done had just been undone. You can imagine the
frustration. If only I had taken one more second to make sure I selected the correct computer I could have
avoided this altogether! I longed to go back in time and start over. I could have saved my entire afternoon
and a lot of headaches! The good news is that it eventually worked the way it was supposed to. When I finally
started all over and transferred all the backup data again, it all worked beautifully. Eventually we got there.
But in the meantime, I just wanted a restart.
Do you ever feel the need for a restart? You know, a clean slate, everything running the way it's supposed to?
Maybe you wish you could have a restart to your day that got away from you. Maybe you wish you could
have a restart to a conversation that got out of hand quickly. Maybe you've longed to restart and choose a
different job. The feeling of regret is a powerful one. We look back and wish things had gone differently. But
despite our regrets, God helps us move forward in hope.
Listen to this verse from Lamentations 3:22-23 "Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for
his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness."
Lamentations is rightly named because it captures the prayers of lament over the fall of Jerusalem. The physical center of their worship and the place where God was supposed to dwell was taken from them. They had
been unfaithful and this was the result. The people wish things had gone so differently! They wish there were
no suffering, no exile, no destruction of the temple and fall of their great city. There is much to regret, but
God's presence helps them see a new start and a journey forward in hope. It's because of God's great love
that we are not consumed by our troubles, but rather we trust in his unfailing compassions or mercies. They
are new every morning! So we can sing, "Great is your faithfulness!"
God gives us the gift of the next day as a reminder that he is always with us because of his great love. His
mercies are new every morning as a reminder that we have a fresh start in him. Though we may struggle and
suffer now, He is our hope for today and tomorrow.
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Council Notes from the October 20 Meeting
1.) Pastor Kendall Everett reviewed and informs the Sussex CRC council about a
new five week sermon series. The sermons will be based on a book “Surprise the
World, The Five Habits of Highly Missional People” by Michael Frost. The book is
available to all at the Connection Center so you can read ahead or week to week
as the sermon series progresses.
2.) The Deacons reported to the council about the new trees planted on the
southwest side of the churches parking lot. As the trees grow, more privacy for
the neighbors will be provided. Also, new surveillance/security cameras are now
installed and operational around the church building. For more information
about these projects, please talk to one of the deacons.
3.) The delegates, Elder Rich Sytsema and Deacon Mark Kuperus, for Sussex CRC
to the Classis Hudson September 21, 2021 meeting reported on the meeting.
Classis approved the Sussex CRC proposal for Rev. John Kuperus to be an associate pastor at Sussex CRC. The proposal was discussed at the October 25, 2021

November Birthdays
1: Darlene Tallamy
2: Pam Dobben
3: Chauncey Gebauer
5: Rena Bast, Bryce Gebauer
8: Tessa Kuperus
10: Alisha Kuperus, Zeke
Talen
11: Judy Vander Ploeg
12: Judson Boyd
13: Bob Stackpole
14: Rob Dekker, Rich Oskamp
15: Stephanie Valkema
18: Duane Klein
19: Roy Little
25: Ashley Kuperus
26: Trina DeRoo, Patrick
Vander Ploeg
27: Lydia Bast, Liz Calyer,
Annika Gebauer, Levi Vander
Groef
28: Nicole Kuperus
29: Charlotte Kuperus, Ashley Miedema
30: Ruth Prol, Casey Sytsema

Congregational Meeting.
4.) The council witnessed Profession of Faith by Brianna Kuperus. Pastor Kendall
directed the interview with Brianna. She and her daughter Skylynn were baptized on October 24 at the morning worship service.
5.) There will be some more baptisms in the months ahead, what a blessing to
have young families in the congregation, and we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper
later in the month of November. Please watch the church bulletin for those an-

nouncements.

September 2021 Financial Statement
General Fund Benevolent
Beginning Balance $7,190.47

$22,938.19

Income

$27,282.89

$1,302.25

Total

$34,473.36

$24,240.44

Disbursed

$23,470.95

-

Ending Balance

$11,002.41

$24,240.44

Monthly Budget Needs
Amount Needed
$29,499.86
Offering Received $25,340.89
Difference
$(4,158.97)
Previous Difference $(23,427.77)
YTD Deficit
$(27,586.74)
Classical Shares Paid through September 2021
Denominational Shares Paid through September 2021

Special Offering Donations
World Renew-Haiti $1,032.00
My Brothers Place $15.00
Today's Choice
$15.00
Sussex Help Center $20.00
Sussex Chr. School $20.00

Special Fund Donations
Benevolent
$252.00
Missions
$857.00
Tuition Assistance $989.00

Missionary Updates
Update from the Starkenburgs in Nicaragua
In the latest update, the Starkenburgs reported that “... I guess like every school administrator
around the world, trying to keep the school doors open is more time consuming than normal...
“There have been a lot of illnesses in our community, and several people we know lost loved ones. In the
midst of hard times, we have also seen God's hands of protection and spirit of peace as we have carried one
another's burdens and learned to depend on God at all times. Our health protocols have been an important
way to protect and value our school community.”
The Starkenburgs recently posted a video showing what a day at Nicaragua Christian Academy is like. Click
here to watch it.
Prayer Praises:
•

We are healthy. We don't take that for granted.

•

Although it has not been easy, NCAI students have been able to have physical presence classes all year.

•

NCAI is fully staffed! In April, we were still looking for seven teachers. God provided miraculously!

Prayer Requests:
•

For God's presence with the families of several close friends who have experienced great loss

•

For peace during the upcoming presidential elections (Nov 7)

•

For financial provision after more costly travels last summer

•

For wisdom and discernment in leadership during exceptionally challenging times in Nicaragua

-This article has been taken from an email newsletter update sent by the Starkenburgs on October 11, 2021.

Thank You from Resonate Global Mission
Dear friends at Sussex CRC
Your generous giving helps people discover and share the gospel. Thank you! All over the world, your church
is helping missionaries, church planters, and other ministry leaders to live and share the hope we have in Jesus. And what’s more, by giving through Resonate you are a part of a proven and effective ministry strategy:
discipling people who make disciples. Your gift through Resonate multiplies ministry! You are walking alongside new Christians; pray for them, and support them in learning how to live and share their faith. That’s how
we are building a sustainable future for the church together! In more than 40 countries including right here
at home, your Christian Reformed ministry leaders live out the gospel just as Paul tells us in Hebrews 10:2425: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds … and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.” Thank you for joining God’s mission with us.
In Christ, Rev. Zachary King, Director

At Sussex CRC
Baptisms
There were a number of baptisms in the month of October! We were able to celebrate the baptisms of Kinsley Lobban, Jayce Orkusz, and Remington Tilley on October 10 and of Brianna Kuperus and Skylynn Kuperus
on October 24.
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New Logo

Notice About Online Giving

Sussex CRC now has a new logo! Thank you to

Our former online giving platform, Vanco, will only

everyone who helped with the decision and de-

be available through the end of the year. After that,

sign!

we will only be using Church Center for Online Giving. If you need help setting up a Church Center account or help disabling your Vanco account, please
contact the office.

Do You Have an Announcement?
If you have announcements for the church bulletin or
newsletter, let the office know! Bulletin announcements are due on Thursdays and newsletter stories
are due the week before the month ends
(newsletters are published the last Friday of the
month).

Who We Support
World Renew - http://worldrenew.net/
Today’s Choice - www.friendsoftodayschoice.org
Prison Ministry– www.cpministries.org
Roy and Laura Thiessen - roy.thiessen@interactministries.org

Johnny and Kim Gryglewicz (Resonate-Haiti)
Larry and Ruth Spalink (Resonate-Japan)
Liam and Jessica Starkenburg (Resonate-Nicaragua)
Sussex Help Center and Family Promise

